
Ice Breaker
How would you describe your experiences sitting 
assessments and exams when you were younger?

• Can you recall any positive/negative experiences?
• How did you manage the stress?

Please help 
yourself to a tea 
or coffee while 

you are 
discussing this.



Help your Child 
Revise @ KS3

Tuesday, 10 May 2022



In this session we will:

• Discuss the importance of revision and preparation for 
assessments.

• Provide information on the support offered to help your 
child revise at Etone College.

• Share strategies that can support your child in engaging 
with revision at home and managing assessment stress.

AIMS



It is very important that pupils prepare carefully for 
assessments and examinations so that they are fully 

ready.  

Early revision will help them to reduce their stress 
and build confidence going into assessment/exams as 

they will not be relying on last minute preparation.

Revisiting regularly will help to embed knowledge 
and content into long term knowledge.

By building on this at KS3 you are not just 
embedding knowledge but developing the skills 

they will need to access late on.

THE IMPORTANCE OF REGULAR REVISION



• In class assessments – topic lists 
are shared with pupils in advance 
and lessons focus on recapping prior 
to the assessment. Where 
appropriate, these are interleaved.

• KS3 Exams – emulating what 
exams will be like and allowing 
pupils to experience testing on 
multiple topics.  A very important 
part of preparing for the future and 
maintaining high expectations. 

WHAT ARE THEY REVISING FOR?



The Etone Learner

The Etone Learner underpins 
everything we do at Etone. It 
combines eight key Employability 
Skills with six core EtoneValues 
which together provide the make 
up of what we expect our pupils to 
be. 

Each term we have a value focus 
with awards handed out weekly to 
pupils who showcase the particular 
talent. For example this term it is 
Trustworthy. 



• Subject leaders plan and create 
their curriculum considering 
pupils end points.
• From there they will consider 

when it is best to assess 
summatively and map this out 
in their calendar.
• Across lessons, teachers will 

also assess formatively and use 
these to guide their next steps.

WHEN DO WE ASSESS?



• Extra Curricular including breakfast and after school support
• Topic Checklists and Knowledge Organisers
• Carefully planned curriculum that allows pupils to revisit 

previous work with in built revision units
• Revision/ assessment preparation built into schemes of 

learning
• Feedback sessions built in to give in depth feedback
• Access to high quality materials and resources
• Use of online learning platforms such as SENECA, Bedrock 

Learning
• Recommended reading lists, websites and resources

Underpinned by the latest research and guidance

IN SCHOOL SUPPORT



Topic Checklists



What are the 
barriers your child 

faces when 
revising/ 

preparing at 
home? How can 

you help?



You can help with:
• Equipment
• Planning their time
• Providing a quiet space to 

revise
• Internet access
• Test them and talk through 

their notes
• Provide support and 

encouragement
• Ensure they drink regularly, 

eat well and take regular 
breaks



Action Plan

Task:
Make a to do list of what your 

child needs to do to be ready to 
revise for their assessments.

What would they need to 
action?

When do they need to be 
completed by.



Action Plan

A week is 168 hours
Commitments Hours taken Hours remaining

8 hours of sleep 56 112

Hours at school 
(including travelling time)

Eating

Seeing Friends

Hobbies/Clubs

Work out how much time there is in a week to revise.



A week is 168 hours
Commitments Hours taken Hours 

remaining
8 hours of sleep 56 112

Hours at school 
(including travelling 
time)

35 77

Eating 7 70

Seeing Friends 4 66

Hobbies/ Clubs 7 59

Discuss
What else goes into this time?  

Adjust your calculation based on 
anything else your child does.  What 
does this suggest about  time they 

could spend on revision?  How many 
‘spare hours’ would that leave 
them? How does the weekend

compare to a school day?



Draw a 
House 



For a triangle roof give yourself a mark

Two marks for a door

One mark for each window you have

5 marks if your windows have cross frames

5 marks if you have a door handle

5 marks for a path

10 marks for a picket fence

10 marks for a chimney

20 marks if you have a puff of smoke from the 
chimney

5 marks for each bird you have in the sky

How many marks did you get?

Mark your work



Before your child begins to revise
they need to be clear about the
success criteria and assessment
objectives.

What is it they need to do successfully
to achieve?

Providing time to go through mark
schemes, criteria and specification
allows pupils to better understand
their goals.

This is how they learn in school and
the more this is replicated at home
the better.

Success Criteria



REFLECTION

ü Know the success criteria
ü Know how to achieve it
ü Know how they are assessed (points, levels, 

descriptors)
ü Know how to reach the top criteria
ü Take time to read and decode the question
ü Recognise which skills, knowledge are 

required for each task



Metacognition



How do they Revise?

How do you think your children could revise?

What methods are you aware of?

Now compare your list with a partner and 
add ideas.

How do you revise best – talk to each other 
about how your child might revise.

Remember that different strategies work for 
different people and different subjects. 

Teachers will also provide top tips to study.



Common Methods

ü Reading through notes and 
highlighting key points

üCondensing notes – summarising 
into key points

üTesting yourself
üTesting and revising with a friend
üMaking mind maps
üKnowledge organisers
üFlow charts
üFlash cards
üMemory techniques
üRetrieval practice



Retrieval Practice

Retrieval practice is where pupils access 
already stored information from their 
memory bank and apply it to a task.

Quite often it starts with simple recall and 
builds up.

ü Test them and provide the opportunity 
to test themselves

ü Encourage them to do practice questions
ü Use revision websites and testing e.g. 

SENECA
ü Use flashcards to test them and self test
ü Spaced practice – revise, rehearse and 

then come back to it again



Drawing Mind Maps

ü Help you to organise information in a visual way
ü One mind map for one topic usually
ü Put the topic in the middle and add sub topics and more

details around it
ü Use colour and images to help you
ü You can use bubbles or highlight information to help it

stand out.



Drawing mind maps

Mind maps can make it easier to recall information in an
exam as you have organized it visually

Colour and images help you to remember things

They help you to identify key ideas but also make links
between them.

Useful for topics with links but less useful for things like
formulae and vocab lists.
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SUBJECT WEBSITES

English https://app.bedrocklearning.org/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Mathematics
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/login.php?url=%2Fdashbo
ard.php

Science https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Humanities https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

MFL www.LanguageNut.com
Duolingo

ONLINE SUPPORT

https://app.bedrocklearning.org/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/login.php?url=%2Fdashboard.php
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/


Flash Cards

Flash cards are small cards with a question or
prompt on one side and the answers on the other.

They are great to help your child test themselves
and for yourselves to be involved.

They are useful for learning key dates. Vocab, key
terms and definitions, formulae.

There are many available online but it is good to
make their own.

The best methods are to shuffle frequently and
repeat multiple times

You can also 
put example 
questions on 

one side of the 
flash card and 

answers on 
the back.



KS3 English 
Revision 
Strategies



KS3 Library Lessons- Spellings

In Years 7 and 8, students have the opportunity to take 
part in a weekly library lesson. 

During the library lesson students start with a key 
vocabulary test, these consist of various command 
words that they might come across the whole school 
curriculum, as well as subject specific terms. 

A key spelling strategy that you may have come across 
when you were at school is ‘Look, Cover, Write, Check’.

Whilst this is a good place to start, it very much relies 
on students being able to visualize a word.



How can you support spelling?

• You will see a theme occur with revision strategies as we go 
through ways to help support memory and retention- it is all 
about links. 
• In order for students to continue to build their vocabulary 

across all subjects, it is important for them to make links 
between words. This will help not only with spelling, but 
also with their ability to decode and understand words that 
they are less familiar with.
• An example of this is looking at prefixes and suffixes of 

words or in essence- roots. If students practice breaking 
words down into parts that they understand- they should be 
able to spell and understand it more freely. 



Language AND Literature?

• Students at KS3 learn English Language and Literature 
skills side by side. It isn’t until GCSE that we separate 
the two into their GCSE components. 
• How can we support retention of all of the information 

that they learn?
• Again, it is all about LINKS.
• For example, at the end of year 8 we move on to the 

study of Romeo and Juliet. However, it isn’t all about 
analysing the language and considering what 
Shakespeare is saying- it is about understanding the 
characters and their feelings, how they express 
themselves. 



How to make links

Students may have read the scene where Romeo and Juliet meet at the 
Capulet’s mansion. 

How can we be sure that they understand?
Could they consider how Juliet is feeling at this point in time?

Students could create a mind map with a collection of emotions or 
adjectives to describe how Juliet is feeling.

Could they then move on to create a diary entry from Juliet’s point of 
view?

Here is a LINK between Literature and Transactional Writing (a 
Language skill).



KS3 Maths
Revision 
Strategies



Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics

What do your pupils need in any 
revision situation?

• Quiet room

• Equipment

• Topic List

• Knowledge Organisers

• Formula Sheet

• Worked examples



Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics

The Keys to Success in Maths

• Retention 

• Recall

• Practice



Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics

The Keys to Success
Retention

• Learn key words and definitions

o Factor, multiple, prime, 
o expand, factorise, mean, 
o mode, estimate, d.p., s.f.

• Learn the formulas 

• Learn the steps



The Keys to Success
Recall

• Formulas

• Steps

• Key facts

Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics



The Keys to Success
Practice

• Mathswatch clips and questions

Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics



The Keys to Success
Practice

• DrFrost Maths

• BBC Bitesize

• Centica

• And many others

Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics



The Keys to Success
Practice from given topic lists

Help Your Child Revise
Mathematics



KS3 Science 
Revision 
Strategies



Revising for Science

Science comes across as a very 
broad subject and can be daunting 
to revise with your child. 

There are a number of resources 
and strategies available. 

Help Your Child Revise
Science



This is an 
example of a 
knowledge 
organiser 
from KS3. 

These are 
available via 
their 
classroom 
teacher. 

Does your child know what they need to 
revise? 



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv

This has been updated in recent years and has a 
simple layout to match the national curriculum.  

Click on Science for Keystage 3. 

Great Online Options

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv


We use Seneca for our online homework. 

This has many benefits. 

It is great for revision but as a parent you can sign up for a 
parent account. 
https://help.senecalearning.com/en/articles/3661316-
how-to-sign-up-to-seneca-as-a-parent

Our Platform

https://help.senecalearning.com/en/articles/3661316-how-to-sign-up-to-seneca-as-a-parent


Our scheme of work has a 
knowledge based test for each 
unit. 

These include the core 
knowledge that students need to 
recall to be successful in tests 
and to apply to new scenarios in 
more demanding questions. 

Specification/Knowledge Tests 



The Science Break
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheScie
nceBreak

Revision Monkey
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDLgcm_hDXh4K99LJsSVHbw

Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheScienceBreak
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDLgcm_hDXh4K99LJsSVHbw


READ THE 
INSTRUCTIONSAND COMPLETE

1. Write down the letters of the alphabet
2. Circle the vowels
3. Underline all the consonants
4. Find the letter that comes before R
5. Work out what is special about this phrase –

the quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog
6. Don’t do any of the above except for the first 

one

What is the point of this fun activity?



READ THE INSTRUCTIONS

It is important to read the 
instructions and the question 

very carefully.

Know what it is asking for.

Timed conditions can prompt 
urgency, but your child needs to 

be prepared for this and not rush 
in.



STUDY TIPS

ü Provide a quiet place if possible free 
from distractions like the TV, that has 
good lighting where it is easy to read.

ü Plan ahead – make use of a timetable 
and structure their time

ü Know their timetable and support 
them to complete it

ü Keep track of focus to ensure all 
subjects are covered

ü Provide regular breaks, snacks and 
little rewards where appropriate

ü Offer your time to support and revise 
if possible

ü Vary the strategies looked at tonight 
to provide variety with your child



Find our support on our website here:
•Curriculum Plans:  What we teach and when
• https://www.etonecollege.co.uk/curriculum/

•Exam Revision Support: General and subject 
specific guidance, websites and advice
• https://www.etonecollege.co.uk/exams/

ETONE SUPPORT

https://www.etonecollege.co.uk/curriculum/
https://www.etonecollege.co.uk/exams/


E TO N E  C O L L E G E

Evaluation
Please tell us what you found useful about this session:

Please tell us what you would like to see more of next 
time:

Would you like to attend the session on Helping Your 
Child Revise on Wednesday 2nd March: Yes / No


