
Staff Book Club – Summer Fiction

Barnes and Noble's Book of the Year for 2023, The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store's powerful 
and engrossing story of prejudice, community and hope is now set to take the UK by storm.

The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store starts in 1972 when construction workers in Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania, find a skeleton at the bottom of a well. Who the skeleton was and how it got 
there are two of the secrets kept by the people of Chicken Hill, a neighbourhood where 
immigrant Jews and African Americans live side by side. 

1. Did you like or dislike the characters and why? Did it influence how much you 
enjoyed the book?

2. Which character’s actions or decisions had the biggest impact on the plot, 
and how did it change the story?

3. Which character did you relate to the most?

4. Which character would be your ideal dinner guest?

https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-heaven-and-earth-grocery-store/james-mcbride/9781399620420
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-heaven-and-earth-grocery-store/james-mcbride/9781399620420


Staff Book Club – Summer Pedagogy 

One-pagers are ultra-concise, A4-sized summaries that share important ideas about 
good teaching. In this practical volume, Jamie Clark presents more than 55 evidence-
informed one-pagers that help educators reflect on their practice, build pedagogical 
knowledge, and prompt professional conversations with colleagues.
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